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On 12 February 2015, 25 members from the Music Asso-
ciation of Auckland took off from the balmy New Zeo-
land summer and landed in the frigid New York City win-
fer to sing in the “Two Cultures, One Dream” concert at
Carnegie Hall. The cold weather did not deter us as we
plunged into two full days of rehearsal culminating in the
performance on 16 February, the final stage of our 6
month preparation. | would like to commend DCINY
(Distinguished Concert International New York) for their
very professional organization of the concert, which car-
ried the glorious and memorable theme. Our “The Yel-
low River Cantata” rendition, conducted by Maestro Jie
Yi and accompanied by the DCINY Orchestra and 250
choristers from around the world was truly an astonishing
piece of the evening, well-deserving the incessant ovo-
fions. Finally, congratulations to the MAA choristers and
200 others, with special mentions to rehearsal accompa-
nist Ming Aldrich-Gan, soprano Ana Isabel Lazo, baritone
solo Chai-Lun Yueh, baritone and narrator Brian Wahl-
strom, tenor Ting Li and pipa soloist Jiahu Shen. We are
proud of all our singers, who represented us with excel-
lence and played a part in the most significant musical
achievement of our choir thus far. It was certainly an
once-in-a-lifetime experience to perform in Carnegie
Hall, the ultimate dream of any musician and one of the
world'’s best acoustic venues.

Iris Cheng - President and Founder of MAA

Congratulations to each and every one of you on a
most wonderful rehearsal residency and performance
of The Yellow River Cantata at Carnegie Hall on Febru-
ary 16, 2015. | can only echo the reviews which stated
most aptly * (this was) one of the most energetic per-
formances of any work | have seen in many yearsl....it
was full filt from start to finish by all”. Bravo!

Your singers made a remarkable contribution fo what
was an unforgettable concert at one of New York
City's legendary cultural landmarks. All of us at DCINY
would like to congratulate the singers that make up
the Music Association of Auckland on this achieve-
ment and convey our enthusiasm for a future DCINY
Concert Series collaboration.

Iris Derke - General Director and Co-Founder of DCINY
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Dear friends from The Music Association of AKL
Happy Chinese New Year! It has been 2 weeks
since the Yellow River Cantata Concert at Car-
negie Hall, yet it feels like it was only yesterday.
Having come to New York from all over the
world, we have forged meaningful relationship
within a short period of time. Wishing you a
fruitful year of the Goat!

Jie Yi_- Conductor of DCINY

A great experience and success attended “Yellow
River Cantata” on 16Feb at New York Carnegie Halll.
Our members are excited when we received DCINY's
invitation to perform at one of the world'’s top concert
hall was a dream come tfrue!l A lot of hard work and
twice weekly rehearsals on the last two months before
departure, everyone not only understand the struc-
fure of the songs but can also confidently recite each
repertoires. | love working with all MAA capable sing-
ers who are the cohesion of our organisation.

Ni Fang - Music Director & Conductor of MAA
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At the eve of the Year of the Sheep, 20 plus members of
MAA under the leadership of our President Iris had a most
successful trip and a singing debut in New York. Con-
gratulations! To travel from the broiling mid-Summer of
New Zealand to the ice and snow of New York City, we
were in shock by the temperature difference. The day
before our first rehearsal, we visited the 911 Memorial at
Ground Zero, | felt the urgent call for justice. 250 choris-
ters singing “The Yellow River Cantata” in Carnegie Hall
asserted the same powerful call for justice of the Chinese
nation. The two of us are extremely grateful to President
iris. Her dedication, organization and arrangement af-
forded us a most pleasant trip. Thank you again Iris!

Jian Hua Ma / Xue Dong Fu

That glorious singing in Carnegie Hall and the powerful
force of 200 plus choristers still echo in my ears. What
a beautiful moment in my 70 years life! | am proud to
be a member of MAA. Under the leadership of our
president, we entered the international stage: Impres-
sion #1 — challenge and innovation from a young mas-
ter Jie Yi. Afthe first rehearsal, | must confess that |
had my reservation, curiosity and expectation. With
his small stature, easy attire, casual greeting, simply
lifting his hands already projected the aura of a serious
musician. His maturity was beyond his age! Impression
#2 — Mr. Jie utilized elements of modern music guided
us in our voice blending and vowel modification. It
was tremendously fortunate under the baton of a
young maestro, accompanied by the masters of
DCINY orchestra, soloists, narrator, and fellow choris-
ters from around the world; most of all, we sang “the
Yellow River Cantata” which symbolized the spirit of
our Chinese nation. Impression #3 — aim for excel-
lence in our craft and art Well done everyonell!

Jinna Qian / Ju Fang Lu
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The Yellow River courses through our history and patri-
mony Rhapsodized by Xian Xinghai, “The Yellow River
Cantata” has been mellifluous for seventy years. We
resounded in New York Carnegie Hall, In camaraderie
from NZ to USA, In unity we sang the Yellow River De-
spite jet lag and drastic temperature changes Singing.
laughing, snowflakes dancing. Momentous event of
Chinese culture in the west. An unforgettable dream
came frue for us alll Enfreat each other to double the
efforts. In partnership and harmony we shall sing for
MAA!  Connie Wong
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We have experience a very professional event, and
performers are well taken care of! Before we start, all
200 singers were given a badge with our name and
standing position in the concert, and during the two
day rehearsals, we can easily find our sitting position
foo. The young and talented conductor Jie Yi not only
master our vocal but also the lyrics. At Carnegie Hall
we are assigned to waiting room at 3 different floor
levels, walking onfo the stage according to our row
position without any confusion. To my surprise every-
one was standing on the stage already when we walk
in. | can hear my voice and other voices travel afar,
the acoustic of the hall is fantastic and it is a profound
performance after all! William Yeung

Wind is howling , snow is fal-
ling. Still can’t stop our en-
thusiasm performing Yellow
River Cantata at Carnegie
Hall New York. | feel proud
and excited standing on the
stunning gorgeous stage
singing with 250 fellow coun-
try folks. Following the vehe-
ment movement | can hear
the roaring of Yellow River,
the boatmen struggling against torrents, the cry of a tor-
tured woman, the suffering and lament of Chinese Peo-
ple. My heart was overwhelmed, tears in my eyes. Thun-
derous applause as soon as the final note have ceased.
This is the most memorable moment in my life. My great
honour to perform at the world most renowned music hall.
Thanks DCINY - the organization. Thanks MAA, our leader
Iris; our frainer and conductor Fang Ni; my fellow MAA
members. Last but not least are my supportive family.
Heidi Tam / Christopher Ng

A group of amateur MAA choristers, after rigorous prac-
tice, having travelled from the warmth of New Zealand
to the cold of New York City, now stands in the world
renowned Carnegie Hall, sings the epic “Yellow River
Cantata,” and elicits the audiences’ enthusiastic resona-
fion. | am standing among them on stage, how should |
feel2 The inspiration from the music, the affirmation of
the audiences, the sense of accomplishment, the travail
of the journey, my eyes well up full of tears. | am deeply
touched. | shall treasure this forever in my heart!

Zuo Shi Zhou / Jiang Ming Liang

| felt so proud and confi-
dence when stepping onto
the stage of Carnegie Hall.
Singing “The Yellow River
Cantata” there would be
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the memory of a life time. |
could hardly hold back my
tears as soon as the orches-
fra hit their first note. My
heart was pounding. | ea-
gerly wait to belt out our first “Boatmen’s Song.” |
felt the rushing waves of the Yellow River. | heard
the angry scream of resistance. | was transported
to the bloody battlefield amidst the blasting guns
and flying bullets. When Maestro Yi used his entire
might fo push us to the crescendo of the last
phrase, all 250 singers followed his cue and gave
our all, “Sound the clarion call to repel, all you op-
pressed people of the world!”

Zai He Dai / Kevin Zhang / Kai Zhang
[Photographer]
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On the eve of Lunar New Year, 2015, | sang as a so-
prano of MAA the magnificent “The Yellow River Can-
tata” in New York Carnegie Hall among 250 interna-
tional choristers. We were honoured to be invited.
We were led by MAA President Iris Cheng over 10,000
kilometres all the way from the Southern Hemisphere.
The young conductor Maestro Jie Yi, from Shanghai,
with his superb musicianship, enabled us to use our
most beautiful voice to express the onerous hardship
of our nation under the suffering of the resistance war,
and better yet its determined perseverance. As the
finale segued into thunderous applauses, | as a Chi-
nese music lover was immersed in inspiratfion, bliss and
pride. Hong Ji

It was fruly a great honour to perform at the famous
stage of Carnegie Hall under a talented conductor
and in the company of a wonderful orchestra. As a
member of the Music Association of Auckland, | had
an unforgettable experience participating aft this
world class concert, “Two Cultures, One Dream” —
Now my fervent wish that the world is peaceful for-
ever! Xiv Yin Chen

Standing at a world class New York Carnegie Hall sing-
ing the “Yellow River Cantata”, | am proud and ex-
cited, forgotten about the coldness and tiredness alto-
gether. The undulating melody conducted by Maes-
fro Yie Ji, brought us music of Yellow River torrent, the
roaring sound against our invaders, the concert has
rocked Carnegie Hall, this moment has been so memo-
rable forever! The success of Yellow River Cantata not
only charmed by Yie Ji, but also to the strong dedica-
fion of 250 singing enthusiasts. Great thanks to Iris to
her excellent organisation, and to Conductor Fang Ni
to the training of all MAA singers! Ping Qiu

“Yo, heave-ho! Row!" We followed the beats from the
baton of the youthful Maestro Jie Yi. The sound of “The
Yellow River Cantata” performed in New York Carnegie
Hall resonated in our hearts. It gave each choir mem-
ber such satisfaction of accomplishment. Reflecting
back the past half year, we were under the strict tute-
lage of President Iris and Master Fang, we worked hard
to properly represent MAA of NZ, and Chinese of the
world, to perform in the ultimate concert hall. It was
truly a rare dream and luxury to music lovers.

Ai Hua Ma

I'm a proud member of MAA who have performed in
the professional multi-cultural music event of " Two Cul-
fures, One Dream " af New York Carnegie Hall. It was
an once in a lifetime experience to perform at this world
famous concert hall, and able to represent both NZ and
our mother nation, “Yellow River Cantata™ was so suc-
cessful and we were so enjoyable af this participation.
Thanks to our conductor Fang Ni for all choir rehearsals,
our president Iris Cheng who organised this unforgetta-
ble New York performance. well done MAA.

Rosita Wong
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Many thanks to Iris Cheng's invitation fo participate to
this New York trip, it is my first performance at the in-
ternational Carnegie Hall, singing out our national
spirit of the “Yellow River Cantata”. | personally have
benefited from this bigger than life experience, par-
ficularly felt the harmonious and warm spirit of MAA, a
very helpful group of people during the frip. Special
thanks also to Jinna Qian, Ji Hong, JianHua Ma, Xiuyin
Chen, Connie Wong and AiFang Chen.

Su Nan Xu

16 February. 2015 was a memorable day. We sang
the historically significant “The Yellow river Cantata”
conducted by the young Maestro JieYiin Carnegie
Hall, the dream concert venue of all musicians. We
were able to do so due to our preparation under the
precise guidance of President Iris and Master Fang.
We are extremely proud of our achievement as mem-
bers of this choir. Wishing MAA continuous success!
Ai Fang Chen

On our trip to New York to perform “The Yellow River
Cantata,” we paid our price, we reaped the rewards,
we gained the experience, we revelled in joy, we put in
the efforts, we have been franscended. The music
nourished us, the cold weather tested us. We strove to
do you proud, the Yellow River, soul of our heritage, we
are deeply touched, with this lasting memory, of the
unforgettable journey of 2015!

Xiao gin_Lin

This past February | fravelled to New York City to par-
ficipate in a world class choral performance. We
were among the 250 choristers under the prominent
conductor Maestro Jie Yi fo sing the famous WWII
resistance epic “The Yellow River Cantata.” The spirit
liffing music resonated well with all participants and
audiences. May our ancestral homeland continue to
proper! May she bring forth and nurture the new gen-
eration of talents! May we be blessed with more
fimeless master pieces stemming from our glorious
heritage! Elice & Peter Kwong



M"“%ﬁ“ The Art of Performance -

CONC
INTERNATIONAL The Power Of Education
HLW YORK

Select Langusge ™

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2015
PRESIDENT'S DAY WEEKEND = ——
7:00 PM N!Y""z = e

et
Two Cultures — One Dream Marey, Febrwary 16, 2015 at 700 1y
Sraen Ancliencieminers tags, Car e H WO CULTURES:

tine Rodgers Robinson: Exodus (World
Premiere)

Xian Xinghai: Yellow River Cantata

DISTINGUISHED CONCERTS SINGERS INTERNATIONAL

Austin Chinese Choir (TX), Chung-Hwa Chen, Director
Calgary Zhi Yin Choir (Canada), Shana Xue Jia Yang, Dircctor
College of Lake County Chamber Singers (IL), Ingrid Israel Mikolajezyk, Director
Da-Ai Choir (Taiwan), Chen Yun Hung, Director
Duffy Liturgical Dance Ensemble (OH), Edna Duffy, Director
Kang Hua Singers of Greater Hartford (CT), Chai-lun Yueh, Director
Lakeland Chorale ( ‘eber, Director
e Music :
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I Provider : r, Director
Austin Chinese Choir, TX RTP Chinese American Chorus (NC), Marshall Zhu, Director
Fopelinies X - Salém Baptist Church of Chicago/Chicago Voices United (IL), Walter Owens, Director
Seattle Chinese Chorus (WA), : Director
Shanghai Philharmonic
DAncid, Sunshine Chorus (China), Weiliang Duan, Director
s il : s 8 e e e Soul Umoja (IL), Alexandra Merritt Mathews, Director
Shpsend and Individual Singers from around the globe

Calgary Zhi-Yin Choir, Canada

Shana Yang, fo

RTP Chinese-American Chorus, NC

Soloists:
@ Chai-lun Yueh, &

Leaders of various choirs Z{EZIE B SEE A
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Conductor Jie Yi
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